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PRELIMINARY PRODUCTION INFORMATION
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’ Twelve-year-old Meggle Folchart (Eliza Bennett) and her father Mo (Brendan

& Fraser) share a passron for books What they also share - although Meggle
’doesn't know it yet —isa glft for brlngrng characters from books to Ilfe when they

read aloud; and the ablllty to hear the whrspers of flctlonal voices when i |n the

_'presence the books that contaln them ‘Onone of therr trlps toa second hand

y' book shop, Mo hears voices he hasn't heard for years and when he Iocates the

| book they’ re comlng from it sends a sh|ver up his. splne - it's “Inkheart za book

filled with. lllustratlons of medleval castles farrs and strange creatures a book

he' S been searchlng for smce Meggle was three years old when her mother
Resa (Slenna Gwllory) dlsappeared :

S , ‘That's not the onIy thlng that sends a shockwave through Mo As he emerges |

’ from the shop, he i |s confronted by Dustflnger (Paul Bettany) one of the -

, characters from “Inkheart > Dustflnger comes with a warnmg from the evrI vrllaln Ee
o Caprlcorn (Andy Serkrs) who has also emerged trom the pages of “tnkheart” :

Capncorn wants Mo to read to h|m and wrtl stop at nothmg to get hrs wrsh Mo

. - refuses and escapes wuth Meggle before Dustflnger can catch h|m They head E

for the mansnon belonglng to- Meggles Great Aunt Ehnor (Helen Mnrren) hlgh up S
E in the ltallan Alps ' : o . | A

, Belrevmg h|s wrfe to be trapped msrde lnkworld Mo s attempts to brlng her back A
f’by readlng from h|s copy ot “Inkheart” are curtarted when Dustfmger and i " ' G
"__Caprlcorn S henchmen find them and take Mo Meggte and Ellnor to Capncorn s ,’-_: : 'j_i
-~ remote mountam Iarr “As they Ire awaltlng thelrtate in a dank stable Mo reveals e

’ “how every tlme he bnngs a character from a book to In‘e a real person

2o 'vdnsappears rnto the world of the book the tate that befett Resa as the characters g




" 2 from “Inkheart” materralrsed in thrs worId Now that Caprrcorn has destroyed hIS
,"_copy of “Inkheart » how wrll Mo get Resa back’? ol Sl

: What Mo doesnt know is that Resa isin the castle After nrne years in “lnkheart e

- she is. back unable to speak and locked up inthe kitchens. Dusttrnger homesrck S

| } and desperate for Mo to find another copy of the book and read him back |nto rts
v*pages helps Mo, Meggre and Elrnor to escape Jorned by teenage urchrn Farrd
- (Rafi Gavron) who has escaped from the pages of “T] he 1001 Arabran Nrghts m
. : they make therr way to the only person who wrll certarnly have a copy of the
» book its ltalian author Fenoglro (Jim Broadbent) ‘

_ _When Mo learns that Resa |s rmpnsoned rn Capncorn s castle he sets oft wrth

R Dustfrnger and Farrd to rescue her Meanwhrle Caprrcorns henchmen frnd

; @Meggre and Fenoglro and take them to the castle where Caprrcorn drscovers that o

o e Meggre also has the grft and rt's even more powerful than her fathers

: | erl Meggre use her powers to save herself her mother and her trrends from
‘certarn death’? erl they stop Caprrcorn and his rergn of terror’? Will they | L
drscover Caprrcorn has a copy of “lnkheart” Iocked up in a safe’? erl Dustfrnger .

I .get his wrsh and return to Inkheart? Wil Mo Meggre and Resa be frnally

: reunrted’? Its a race agalnst time for the mtreprd heroes to save themselves and 2 .

; ‘ the real world in New Line Crnemas actlon packed famrly adventure

: _‘f'Based on the best sellrng novel by Cornelra Funke |nkheart boasts an- S
. “'acclarmed ensemble of actors mcludrng Brendan Fraser (Crash The Mummy,

- ‘,New Line' s upcomrng Journey 3D) recent double Golden Globe wrnner Helen |

e Mrrren (The Queen EI/zabeth 1), Paul Bettany (The Da Vlncr Code A Beautiful

o Mrnd) Jlm Broadbent (Moulln Rouge The Chronlcles of Narnla) Rafr Gavron

o (Break/ng and Enterlng) Andy Serkrs (The Lord of the R/ngs Klng Kong) and

"{.,14 year-old Bntrsh actress Elrza Bennett (Nanny McPhee) as the young

G “\'-protagonrst l\/leggre Folchart



 The film is being directed by BAFTA nominee lain Softley (The Skeleton Kéy, e

< Backbeat) and is berng produced by Cornella Funke and Academy Award®
i nomlnee Barry Mendel (The Slxth Sense, Munlch) Dtana Porkony (Dark

Water The Shlppmg News) is Executrve Producer New Lrne s Executrve Vlce
Presrdent of Productlon Mark Ordesky and Senror Vice Presudent of European : |
Productrons lleen’ Malsel (Fﬂpleys Game One Gln) are overseelng the
productlon for the studio.

L ﬂtBehind the sCenes Inkheart features an all-star production team that includes

, E ‘;Academy Award® nominated director of photography Roger Pratt (Harry Potter -

_ | : ';and the: Goblet of Flre The End of the Affalr) and Academy Award®-wrnn|ng : .

-~ editor Martm Walsh (Vfor Vendetta, Chrcago) The Inkheart screenplay was Gl
e ,_,.-y.»wrrtten by DaVId Llndsay-Abalre (Robots) ‘ : T |

T ,lnkheart whrch began prrncrpal photography on November 8, 2006 on locatron |n.‘_: -

Lrgurra ltaly, .before movrng to Shepperton Studros in England is scheduled for a :
3 '_2008 release | | |

- Aw v

Chartmg the adventures of young Meggle Folchart and her rntreprd father _ L o
Mortlmer as they battle to save themselves and the world from evrl forces froma
- j,_flctronal world Cornelra Funke s novel lnkheart' Was an mstant sensatron when it :

fwas publrshed in 2003 It debuted at number nlne on The New York Tlmes |

L bestseller Irst and went on to be translated lnto twenty Ianguages It |s the flrst T
in -‘,unovel ina trrlogy compnsrng 'lnkspell' publrshed in 2005 and the forthcomrng
A0 s 'Inkdawn Cornelra Funke who has wntten more: than forty books in frfteen years 1

”.rncludrng the rnternatlonal bestseller ‘The Thlef Lord’ was named one of Trme

L magazme 's "Most lnfluentral People of the Year“ in 2005



e ":V‘Now the novel lS bemg adapted for the brg screen by New Lme Clnema wrth an-i B

i _j’,'all—star cast mcludlng Brendan Fraser, Helen erren, Paul Bettany, J|m »
i -Broadbent Andy Serk|s, Suenna Gunlory and El|za Bennett as Meggle :

il f_Executive'Producer'Diana Pokorn'yv knows exaCtly how much.‘of an' impact -théf |

~ novel h'as 'hfad ‘on young readers. My daughte'rs 'Vare vorécioUs readers and my
eldest daughters favourlte book is 'lnkheart' She knows the book backwards '

’,and she talks mcessantly about it so |t really- did seem fateful that I would get thls
-opportunrty Of course now, asa producer and a mother of two ardent fans - and

: S asa fan myself it is qurte maglcal to see those. pages that we loved to read so :

L ,much asa fam|ly, actually come to llte” ' |

: : ‘Adapted for the screen by Davrd Llndsay-Abalre the film i |s belng dlrected by
o 'BAFTA nommee lain Sottley (The Skeleton Key, Backbeat The Wlngs of the ‘
- :, » Dove) He was accordlng to author Cornella Funke who is also producrng the
L ,fllm the |deal person fo take the helm The ngs of the Dove is one of my all
t|me favourlte movres one of the most brrlllant adaptatlons from a book 1 know” S
- she says "I had already wanted laln to dlrect the t|lm of my book 'The Thlef
B Lord' ‘which sadly didn't happen So when I heard that was mterested todo
L 'lnkheart' 1 was’ thnlled” - '

ot was:'éOftl'ey's-directorial vision :'that appealed to ‘Funke' "l was so sure that he
": i jwould brlng ltaly onto the screen the way I see it, ot l|ke a postcard but real,
,'grltty and beautlful at the same tlme 1 knew he wouldn't back away from the
iy ffdarkness of the story, but nevertheless fl|| it with warmth He is.an excellent

: N,‘_actors dlrector and gets rncredlble performances but hes also- one of the most e s

, o wsual d|rectors wrth an exceptlonal feellng for texture and colour. He is the
o dlrector 1 W|shed for and 1 can‘t thmk of any better chorce for Inkhean‘” '

ot For h|s part Sottley needed llttle persuadmg to board the pro;ect “lnkheart” isa
g '-z;—':lmagucat realrty, tutl ot wondertul vubrant characters ” says the drrector 8 |s a




‘ "‘f';_,maglcal story that spans the everyday and fantasy worlds The central story is
= both arrestlng and emotional. Cornella Funke has provrded us with such rich- -

b materral for the film that brmgrng ittolife i is the easy part Her rllustratrons and -
B _vdescnptlons in the book have provrded us w1th a way to really feel thls new world L

and that's what We are’ creatrng, a new world brought fonNard from a book wnthm -
' 5abook” o '

o ‘5_ Funke had Brendan Fraser in mlnd for the project when she began wntrng the

T ‘character “Brendan lnsprred th|s story from the very beg|nn|ng When | walked _
’ wrth Meggre into Mo s room he had Brendan' s VOlce and Brendan's face He has

: - .an exceptlonally beautlful and expressnve vorce of course, very rmportant for
- Mol and I could steal from him alt 1 needed for the character: | imagined a tather* b

L .who rs young enough to sometlmes almost swap roles with hIS daughter, so that

s :'_: ‘she’ cares in retum for him. I |mag|ned both sadness and llghtness |n Mo, and

» Brendan moves seamlessly from one to the other Frnally | needed a Mo who can

N _be both a calm and level headed bookbrnder and someone whom you believe
L ’--_._would be able to frght a bunch of medreval arsonlsts Brendan proved to be the

o perlect bluepnnt for that too l owe hlm three of my best books He was: the best
‘ .,"";i-_sof gurdes lnto lnkworld” | ' ‘

b Softley concurs "Brendan was always the perfect Mo in Cornellas mlnd He has
o a a strong but sensntrve s1de he s very sympathetlc wrth a great voice."

. ;}Ehza Bennett who made her feature frlm debut in Nanny McPhee plays Meggle : B
S "Elrza just completely embodres the klnd of soulfulness mtellrgence and warm.

2 appeal of Meggle u -says Softley “She |s able to play a wide range of emotlons _
o f;and attltudes ina very natural way from humour and wrt to anger and sadness’ R

g _. : "_The f|lm was a challenge for Bennett glven that she |s on screen tor most
it scenes but it was & challenge that the young star has coped wrth admrrably,
L : ‘accordlng to Dtana Pokorny “Wrth chlld performers there is always a fear that




. they mlght not have the abllrty or emotronal strength to hold the welght of an '
‘ tentlre movre but Ellza has been extraordmary She has shone and proven
o j_herself as mcredlbly talented as well as a consummate professmnal T

,'Certainlyone of‘thé‘k"bi'gg‘es’t coups'Was' securing l-lelen'l\/lirren for the role of
'_ i Meggle s great aunt Ellnor "Helen Mrrren was not as |mmed|ately obvious for thef
role of Elrnor " says Pokorny "She is an amazrng actress but in the wake of the |
: success of The Queen we had suspected she would be unavallable to us As it

- Vtumed out though she really enjoyed the scrrpt and had wonden‘ul ideas for the-

,character of Elrnor and sard she would do it. Now we couldn't rmagme anyone
e else playrng the role | P - |

o ‘Wrth a behrnd-the-scenes team that rncludes Academy Award® nomrnated

1'd|rector of photography Roger Pratt Academy Award®-wrnnmg edltor Martm .

“Walsh productfon deSIgner John Beard Academy Award®-wmn|ng make-up
R desngner Jenny Shrrcore and costume deSIQner Verrty Hawkes prrncrpal

: .photography on Inkheart began on locat|on m Lrgurra ltaly before movrng to
o -{Shepperton Studlos in England | |

' "l thought lt was really |mportant to make the frlm where it was set " explalns
S Softley "When | frrst got the scnpt |t wasn’t really clear where it was set; it could

. - f‘have been anywhere There wasn't really any sense of geography at all I went to
i 'the book and reallsed that it had been set in Lrguna and that Cornelia Funke had"_, |
N wrrtten it when she llved there. After location scoutmg the area; we saw that the

landscape and geography had rncredlble varrety the combmatron of mountarn b
L vrllages and seasrde towns provnded the perfect locatlons for all the extenors in e '

i “l never forget the strange mrxture of modern l|fe and the mlddle ages that you
o }.}frnd in that part of ltaly,", says Funke who llved in Lrgurra when her daughter was

. :“f,-v'a baby “lt was a very specral tlme rn my lrfe and as the rdea of lnkheart grew fn




| : my mlnd I thought there IS no better place to set rt You can easrly rmagrne

- Caprrcorn hrdrng in one of the deserted vrIIages in the mountarns It aIso gave me e

'-the chance to wrrte a Iove Ietter to the regron

Funke has wsrted the set on several occasrons | “It is fantastrc havrng CorneIra on
U set because she is _IUS’( such an enthusrast for the project,” says Softley "We
made qurte a few changes in the screenplay compared to the book, but she just

ey ‘:embraces the re- Interpretatron of |t and is very, very. supportrve You can see on.

it her face that she was very excrted to see her characters and her rdeas come to
iIrfe‘ |nv a physrcaI way." ' | '

i For Funke berng SO rntrmately rnvolved rn the brg screen adaptatron of her novel - -
o has been a nch and rewardrng expenence "Even for a wnter itis drﬁrcult to find

i ;words for such an expenence Enchantrng, ovenrvhelmrng, maglcaI

i unforgettable -all that is true IfeIt Irke FenogIro when I walked onto. the set |n :
f,Lrguna and was suddenIy surrounded by Capncorn s BIack Jackets When I

L ‘-__waIked into the Shepperton Studios and saw Dustfrnger standrng in the rain,
S t';'rmagrnatron and realrty became onein the most rncredrble way What | have seen

'- _:so fari rs Cle close to the prctures in my head that I suspect lain Softley, John

i ‘Beard Roger Pratt and all the other rncredrble artists have found a secret door to
B my rmagrnatron Some thrngs even surpass what I have rmagrned A wnter never

£ sees her worId in such detaII I dldn't know what Caprrcorn s roor looked.
"Irke or what prctures hung on Elrnors waIIs Now 1 know what greater grft can an’

£ author be grven by other. artlsts’?“

e 'A versatrle actor wrth a unrque taIent Ior seamlessly transrtronrng from smart

5 o rndependent fIIms fo bIockbusters aIrke BRENDAN FRASER (Mo)

;:,,most recentIy starred in the hugely successfuI rndependent teature Crash (Drr ST b

PauI Haggrs) whrch premrered at the 2004 Toronto Frlm FestrvaI The ensembIe



: cast also mcludes Sandra Bullock Matt Drllon Ryan Phrllrppe Thandre Newton . 2

' Larenz Tate Ludacns Nona Gaye and. Don Cheadle Crash recerved aslew of y' o —_

| awards and nomrnatlons mcludrng three Academy Awards and two BAFTA
' -Awards E :,, e ' '

*_Forthcoming film releases include the crime-drama The Air | Breathe (Dir. Jieho -
. Lee')“ in which Fraser will star oppoSite Sarah “M'i’chelle Gellar, Kevin Bacon and
i 'Forest Whrtaker and New Lrne S Journey 3D, (D|r Enc Brevrg) based on Jules

- Verne s novel Journey to the Center of the Earth and slated for a 2008 release

 Fraser gamered Wid'espread pr'aise for his 2002 role in Phillip Noyce's The Quiet

9 : «Amencan based on Graham Greene s 1955 thnller of the same name.

s "“»Hrs thoughtful and understated performance that same year in Bill Condon s

g '«Academy Award wrnnrng Gods and Monsters opposrte Sir Ian McKeIlen and

e Lynn Redgrave garned Fraser much cntrcal acclarm

n 1997 Fraser won hearts both young and old around the world in the trtle role ,
of Walt Drsney Productrons $100 mlllron smash hit; George of the Jungle ST

| drrected by Sam Welsman and based on the 1960‘s Tarzan spoof created by Jay

o Ward That same year hrs perlormance in er Robrnson s romantrc comedy, St/ll e

o Breathmg, earned hrm the Best Actor pnze at the 1997 Seattle Frlm Festrval

L 'Fraser cemented hrs reputatron asa major frlm presence in Stephen Sommers

s ,1999 smash hit actron/horror adventure The Mummy, tor Unrversal Prctures I

e early 2001 Fraser re-teamed wrth drrector Stephen Sommers for Unrversal

T Prctures blockbuster The Mummy Returns

: Frasers addrtronal frlm credrts rnclude chhard Benjamm s Mrs Wmterbourne il
”'"iopposrte Shrrley MacLarne Encmo Man School Tles Looney Tunes Back in

| ,"_:.‘ACZ‘IOI‘I Bedazzled Monkey Bone Blast From the Past Dudley Do nght and hIS
'” o cntrcally acclarmed performance in Showtrmes “The 'l'wrlrght of the Golds” el



-Frasers drverse theatre roster rncludes hIS 2001 appearance in London S Lync -
:‘,Theatre productlon of Tennessee erlrams Cat on a Hot Tin Roof drrected by

= 'Tony Award wmner Anthony Page Fraser played the role of Bnck' opposrte

] Frances O'Connor as Maggle Pollltt Other stage credlts mclude John Patnck
| : Shantey S "Four Dogs and a Bone“ at the Geffen Playhouse in WhICh he co- ,
,‘ vstarred with Martln Short Parker Posey, and Ellzabeth Perkrns for drrector L

,Lawrence Kasdan ' ' R '

o PAUL BETTANY (Dustflnger)

- ‘Whrle the Bntrsh born Bettany |s a recognlsed star overseas wrth well recelved S
v : f,performances in f||m on the London stage and on Brrtrsh televrsron Amencan :
- audlences frrst drscovered hrm inA nghts Tale |n which he played the comrcal
role of Chaucer opposrte Heath Ledger For this performance he won the L
'London Fllm Cntlcs Award for Best Supportlng Actor and he was named one of

g = Dally Varlelys “Ten to Watch” for 2001.

Ctassrcally trarned at the Drama Centre |n London Bettany made h|s stage debut
: rn a West End productron of An Inspector Calls under the dlrectron of Stephen

. Da|dry (The Hours Bllly Elllof) He then spent a season W|th the Royal

o Shakespeare Company, performrng in productlons of Rlchard III Romeo and 8
. ‘,Julret_and Jullus Cagsar betore,la,ndlng his first feat_ure f_|tm,:ro‘|e tnBent. B

g ‘,.‘B ettany returned to the stage to appear in Love and Understandlng at London s

ffj“:}Bush Theatre He Iater repnsed that role at the Longwharf Theatre in

| }' Connectlcut The ptay Ied to more Bntlsh te|evr5|on work rncludlng Lynda La '
ih : Plante S Klller Net and Comlng Home in WhICh he starred wrth Peter OTooIe. -

: - v Bettany s appearance in the Royal Court Theatre productrons of One More

s k& | Wasted Year and Strangers House preceded hrs second feature frlm rote rn S



